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Overview & Purpose

SECAS background
Blueprint overview

Planning to
implementation

Priority improvements

Making connections




Why Landscape Scale Conservation?

Large Disruptive Changes Impacting Conservation
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Landscape Scale Challenges

Urbanization in the Southeast

1940 2030

Defining sustaining landscapes...




Why SECAS?

Dramatic Changes — Unprecedented Challenges
Clear Opportunity — Coordinated Action
Shared, Long-term Vision for the Future

Diverse Partners — Common Goals

Define and achieve the conservation
landscape of the future



Southeastern Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies
Southeast Natural Resource Leaders Group
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SECAS - LCC Geography

This map outlines the 15 states that make up the Southeastem
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and within that the 0

six Landscape Conservation Cooperatives that are developing . S—

the Southeastern Conservation Adaptation Strategy (SECAS).
These LCCs and the partners that have built them, cover all or
part of every SEAFWA state, and SEAFWA's directors asked 0
them to work with the states and other partners who serve on

those LCCs to develop this strategy. For more information,

visit SECASSoutheast.org.
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Southeast Conservation Adaptation Strategy
Initiated by states

Inclusive of federal agencies

Capacity through LCCs

Coordination with CSCs, JVs, & FHPs

Incorporating broad network of partners; sectors
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SECAS Vision

...Through SECAS, diverse partners are working
together to design and achieve a connected network
of landscapes and seascapes that supports thriving
fish and wildlife populations and improved quality of
life for people across the southeastern United States
and the Caribbean. Together, state, federal, non-
profit and private organizations are coordinating
their conservation actions and investments to focus
on common goals.

The journey relies on a Good Map!



SECAS Blueprint

Spatial representation of a collective vision

A living map showing shared priorities for
conservation and restoration, not acquisition
boundaries

Integrates Blueprints from LCCs covering the
Southeast

ldentifies opportunities for cross-border
collaboration

Regular updates — continuous improvement



Connecting across the Southeast

a connected network of landscapes and seascapes




Integration

e LCC staff identified integration options based on
multiple discussions and lessons learned from
previous integration efforts

* Major remaining questions were:
— How much to include?
— What to do about overlap zones?

e SEAFWA and SENRLG points of contact made
final consensus decision on the approach



Integration Approach

 Crosswalk each LCC Blueprint to get areas of
“high” and “medium” conservation value

— High = ~30% of the individual Blueprints
— Medium = additional ~20% of the Blueprints

* For areas of overlap, include if either plan
identifies it

e Reuvisit this approach during each
revision/update



From Planning to Implementation
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The Blueprint for SECAS - The Southeast Conservation Adaptation Strategy (Version 2.0 with Protected Areas)
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e Connecting Lands
*Connecting Waters

*Engaging Other
Sectors

*Incorporating
Future Conditions
into Decision
Making

*Integrating At-Risk
Species

*Bringing In New
Resources



Blueprint Details

1. The areas “in blue” represent areas of high conservation
value at a 15-state regional scale

2. Specific outcomes are not defined for all the individual
blue areas (i.e., non-prescriptive)

3. The blueprint is constantly evolving



Blueprint Details

4. Future threats (urbanization, sea level rise) are included in
some portions of the blueprint.

5. Blueprint value in providing a region-wide perspective on
conservation priorities and actions.

6. Lots of work has occurred — thousands of individuals and
hundreds of entities have been involved to date.



secassoutheast.org
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Southeast Conservation Adaptation Strategy

The dramatic changes sweeping the Southeastern United States — such as urbanization, competition for water
resources, axtreme weather events, sea-level rise, and climate change — pose unprecedented challenges for sustaining
aur natural and cultural resournces. However they slso oller a clear opportunity to unite the conservation commiinity
around a shared long-term vision for the future, The Southeast Conservation Adaptation atrategy SECAS) s that wision
Through SECAS, diverse partners are working together to design and achleve a connected network of landscapes and
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Southeast Conservation Planning Atlas

Southeast Region
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secassoutheast.org

MNew Hampshire

* Sioux Falls Toronto =
| Vyoming = Milwaukee MNew York

= Sioux City = = Detroit

(o * Chicago
1 ® *Laramie Nebraska

Fort Collins *

Ohio

Illinois Indiana

Colorado

Kansas Miccouti - y & ' SMaryland

= Springfield

* Farmington Virginia

= Fayetteville Tennes ?
* Rio Rancho Oklahoma 9 North olina
Arkansa * Huntsville rd
New Mexico O b
O W South Carolif
* Dallas

MississippiAlabama  Georgia

icson

- N = Waco
Agua Prieta Texas Louisiana

Mill Creek, Tennessee. Photo: Lindsay Gardner

e i ahus . o
saymas Restoring Connectivity of Southern
= jimé .
imehee Rivers and Streams
Goémez Palacio * Monterrey
Durango -
Mexico La Habana, The Southeast Aquatic Connectivity Assessment Project uses a
e Havana database and web-based decision support tool to prioritize
A Cuba Arnae far ramounl Aar naceaon Dand tha full ctnme


http://secassoutheast.org/

Priorities for next update

 Update to most recent data
 Continue to improve consistency
e Create tools to filter the Blueprint

e Complete coverage for West Texas



Future Refinement

 Improved hubs and corridors layer

* Improved integration of at-risk species

* Integrating SGCNs from SWAPs
— e.g., Regional SGCN list

SOUTH ATLANTIC

-‘-‘-'-‘ LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION COOPERATIVE

South Atlantic Conservation Blueprint
implementation strategy

November 2, 2017

_Regional Species of Greatest Conservation Need

Northeast regional responsibility for species with conservation concern

TR
4 R




Future Refinement

“State of the South” and progress toward shared goals

—Various “report cards” for habitats

confidence - Sputh Atlantic ecosystem health scores

Overall, the South Atlantic scored a C. Piedmont areas scored the lowest, likely due to impacts

N | from their major urban megaregions. The Marine region scored the highest; however, it did not

ow == ngh include fishing impacts. The Coastal Plain scores were in the middle. These scores show that, while
the South Atlantic is not completely healthy, there's hope for making future improvements.

North Piedmont: 0 Home to Charlotte,

outh Atlang; South Coastal Plain:\%" Home to Savannah,
Raleigh, and large areas of upland hardwood N

Jacksonville, and a network of protected

forest. People who live and work in urban sm"“hqw barrier islands. Partnerships are working
areas will help decide the future of this to conserve this region's largest river
region floodplains.

South Piedmont 0 Home to Atlanta
and diverse watersheds draining into
the Atlantic and Gulf. Balancing water

Gulf Coastal Plain Home to rural
Southwest Georgia and extensive
conservation lands in the Big Bend of

lmuln"“’wb

needs for people and species continues
1o be a challenge.

North Coastal Plain:'%' Home to the %

Outer Banks and extensive estuaries. Sea- Q*’nw

level rise is predicted to heavily impact this
particularly flat region

Central Coastal Plain: 2" Home to Wilmington, Myrtle

Florida. Sea-level rise and upstream
agriculture continue to impact coastal

. protected areas.

0& :
Marine:\2¥ Home to rich fisheries,
deepwater coral, diverse seabirds, and

important migratory fish, whales, and

turtles. Ocean acidification and increased energy

development are major emerging threats
Beach, and large protected wetland areas. Sea-level rise,

tourism, and changing agricultural practices continue to
influence ecosystem health
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The Blueprint for SECAS - The Southeast Conservation Adaptation Strategy (Version 2.0 with Protected Areas)
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